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U.S. AND WW1

* Neutrality
> Officially we were neutral

Many German Americans liked Germany

Old rich Americans tended to support the
Allies



WARTIME TRADING

Since we were neutral, we tried to trade to
both side

- Britain prevented our ships from going to Germany
by blockading the German ports

- Because of this, we did most of our trading with the
Allies

- Germany tried to stop our trading with Great
Britain and France with the use of U-Boats



TROUBLE WITH GERMANY

© L u S i tan i a 85 ,.Cusitania™ Cunard Cine

Germany sank the
Lusitania — a luxury
liner carrying 1200
civilians (128 were
American)

Great Britain was
transporting
ammunition in the
ship

We were outraged
and the British
denied using the ship
to transport arms




The Wreck of the Lusitania










Munitions on the Lusitania




THE LAST STRAW - ALMOST

> The Sussex — March
1916

Germany sunk a
French ship, the
Sussex

* Wilson demanded
that Germany stop
submarine warfare

- Germany backed
down and paid
damages




Germany’s Big Push
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January 1917 — Germany thought it was close
to winning the war

Germany started submarine war again

Hoped to cut off supplies to Great Britain
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